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 learning to follow Jesus, inviting others to join the journey 

 

Sunday Worship Information 
 

Sermon Series: Life Changing Relationships 
 

 

Sunday, September 3        Sunday, September 10 

Holy Communion              II Kings 2:1-18 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 & John 15:12-17                 Sermon: The Difference a 

Sermon: A Real Friend                                      Mentor Makes 
 
 

Sunday, September 17                 Sunday, September 24 

I Peter 5:1b-5                     John 4:39-42 

Sermon: Workplace Relationships                  Sermon: Tell a Good Story 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CONNECTIONS 
 

5:30pm Meal — Guests, children and youth eat FREE  

($2.00 suggested donation for members) 
 

6:00pm Small Groups for Children, Youth and Adults 

(Childcare available for children 4 years and younger) 
 

See pages 2 and 3 for details on Small Groups 
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Discerning the Voice of God 
 

    A decade ago, Priscilla Shirer authored Discerning the Voice of God, and since then 
God has continued to grow, teach, and challenge her in her walk with Him. This      
revised and expanded edition reflects that growth through new stories, illustrations, 
and exercises. 
 

    Through 7 sessions, discover the root to clear and daily communication with God - 
humble obedience. Learn how surrender unlocks His many blessings intended for us, 
centers us in His will, and helps us discern His voice in everyday life. Workbooks will 
be available for $13.00. 
 

Lesli Perceful will be leading this class. 

Going Deeper 
 

This class is an ongoing Bible Study based on the scripture references used in the 

Sunday morning worship services. In this setting we can take the time to ask       

questions and learn from each other and grow in our faith. This is a discussion class 

and is run on the small group model, so if you don’t have a small group yet, make this 

your small group and we’ll love God, love each other, and grow in grace, faith and 

knowledge together. 
 

Pastor Jeff Burress will be leading this class. 

Good Grief 
 

    Whether mourning the death of a loved one, the end of a marriage, or other difficult 

life changes, Good Grief is a proven steady companion in times of loss. Good Grief 

identifies ten stages of grief--shock, emotion, depression, physical distress, panic, 

guilt, anger, resistance, hope, and acceptance but, recognizing that grief is complex 

and deeply personal, defines no "right" way to grieve. Good Grief offers valuable     

insights on the emotional and physical responses persons may experience during the 

natural process of grieving.   
 

Pastor Chad Perceful will be leading this class. 

Knowing The Name of God 
 

    Join us for a theological discussion arising out of the book, Knowing the Name of 

God by Roderick Leupp, where we will take a basic look at the tri-unity of God. 
 

    “Knowing the Name of God is an engaging and profoundly contemplative guide to 

relearning the name of God. It invites us to know God’s name not simply as “doctrine” 

but as God’s self-expression, a feast given for us to taste, ponder, remember and    

receive with delight.” Books will be available for $5.00. 
 

Roderick Leupp will be leading this class. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CONNECTIONS 

Adult Small Group Offerings 
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Evan HolmesEvan Holmes  

Students invited to Students invited to FREEFREE  5:30pm Dinner…5:30pm Dinner…  

Wednesdays During ConnectionsWednesdays During Connections  

  6:006:00--7:00pm7:00pm  

 Student Small Groups!Student Small Groups! 

Our small groups 

meet by gender and 

age to discuss life  

issues and lean on 

one another using     

Scripture to support 

and grow our faith! 
          Groups are led by amazing leaders in our church that are passionate     

              about students and want to walk through life with them to grow        

         their relationship with Jesus! 
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Another step in our journey… 
 

The most effective way to get a mission project done is by Small Group. East Cross supports many      

missions as a congregation and we take at least one HUGE mission trip per year. Our Outreach Team 

works to develop and lead most of these. Not only are we involved in doing mission trips, we are actively 

involved in missions every day here in Bartlesville as we partner with and support other ministries.   

Let me get back to my first statement, “The most effective way to get a mission project done is by Small 

Group.” Small Groups can easily choose a ministry or serving opportunity and just do it without too much 

ado. A few examples are Sunday School Classes going beyond the minimum to serve as ushers and 

greeters, showing true hospitality, Mountain of Food pickup and delivery, collecting goods thru the      

Generosity Boxes placed at each exit, and serving weekly in the Coffee-Donut area on Sunday mornings.   

Every Small Group and Sunday School Class must be about more than just learning more and supporting 

each other more, even though these are important and must take place. Our ministry process states that 

we are to go from Worship to Small Groups, then to Serving. I am convinced after watching small groups 

for many years that a small group that finds ways to serve does better at learning more and making true 

disciples of Jesus Christ. Several things I’ve read in the past few years state that a small group that does 

not find specific ways to serve becomes self-centered, and loses its effectiveness in helping others learn 

to follow Jesus.   

Tell me about your Small Group. What mission are you up to? How are you specifically serving as a 

group? What are your passions? What is your vision for seeing lives changed? My email address is 

jeffb@eastcross.org and I am on Facebook. 

I look forward to hearing your small group story. 
 

Pastor Jeff 

 

Growth 
 

 The school year has kicked off and with it our Student Ministry is in full swing! We are starting our 
first series of the year titled, “Growth.” We will be focusing on how to grow ourselves toward God and to 
help others grow toward Him as well.  
 

 I love this time of year because school is starting up and our students    
  get to be back in school and around each other. Some get nervous during  
  this time because they are fearful about the unknown. I encourage our   
  students that this is a time to be excited because of all the people they can  
  impact around them. I see our faith like a plant or for the sake of the                 
  example, like a flower. Flowers are very beautiful organisms. They start out  
  as small green stems and eventually grow into beautiful living organisms.  
  The amazing thing about a flower is that it is always growing or dying. It is  
  never being stagnant and being still. That’s why you have to constantly take  
  care of a flower. You have to nurture it and guide it along. This will result in  
  the flower growing strong and beautiful and fulfilling its’ purpose.  

 

 Your walk with God is like a flower. If you decide to be stagnant your walk will not stay the same 

with God. It will wither. You must grow yourself to continue to seek God. – John 15:5 

Evan Holmes, Director of Youth Ministries 
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From Pastor Chad… 
 
      

 It is fall, and I just have to say, I love this time of year. The days are getting a little shorter. The   

weather is getting a little cooler. The trees will soon be turning colors. Kids are back in school. And, of course, 

football is in full swing. Now while the smell of hamburgers on the grill and the golden goodness of Velveeta 

and Rotel melting together in the crock pot before the game are always a fall favorite of mine, nothing beats  

coming together as a church family. I know what you are thinking, “He has to say that! He is the pastor!” Well 

yes I am one of the pastors here, but I really do mean it.   
 

 Through the busyness of the summer, it always feels like something is missing and everyone seems 

to be going in different directions. Then fall hits and things begin to slow down and we slide back into our  

normal routines or create new ones. One of my norms, that I have really missed since last May, is our 

Wednesday Night Connections. I love having the opportunity to enter into conversations about everything 

from the weather, to football, and even how the Cubs will repeat as World Series Champions again this 

year—all while enjoying a plate of Tammy Shepherd’s Ritz chicken and green beans. This time of            

Connections, gives me a chance to catch up with many of you all, to learn what has been going on during the 

summer months and for us just to be family together. It is a time for us to grow closer together as we seek to 

grow closer to God.   
 

 As I said, fall is a time when people seem to slide back into their normal routines or create new ones. 

So make sure that as you journey through this season, that you don’t do it alone. If a small group is  already  

a part of your life, then invite someone to take the journey with you. If you are still looking for a small group, 

then give our Wednesday Night Connections a try. You can meet some wonderfully caring people and see 

what happens when we do life together. If Wednesday nights don’t work for you, we also have some great 

small groups that meet on Sunday mornings and other times during the week. 
 

 It is my prayer that as the seasons change, the leaves begin to fall, and the Cowboys rip through the 

Big 12 that we can support, challenge and share with each other. Let me share with you two verses to think 

about as you think about the church family. First is Galatians 6:2 (CEB) which says: “2 Carry each other’s  

burdens and so you will fulfill the law of Christ.” The second comes from 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (CEB): “11 So 

continue encouraging each other and building each other up, just like you are doing already.” Family, I invite 

you to join with me as we continue to learn how to follow Jesus together, while inviting others to join the    

journey. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Pastor Chad 
 

 

Contemporary Worship… 
 
 

 Breaking out a new song is always fun, but what excites me the most about some of the new songs 

we’ve been introducing is the message behind them! Songs like “I Am Free” and “Greater” (we started doing 

these last month) speak about how God created and empowered us to ignore what the world says about our 

circumstances and live a bold and courageous life in Him! This month, we are introducing a song called 

“Fierce” by Jesus Culture and a song called “Faithful” by Erik Nieder. The lyrics highlight the fact that God’s 

love surrounds, overpowers, and engulfs us, and he is always with us wherever we go. We cannot escape  

his unrelenting love! What a powerful message! We look forward to the new things God is showing us 

through music each week, and can’t wait for what God has in store for our worship services! 
 

God Bless, 
 

Zack Michel , Contemporary Worship Director 
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EC Kids...  
 
Yep, the lunch room—an inevitable part of growing up, a rite of 

passage as kids learn to navigate the landscape of a school  

cafeteria. While the lunch room can be stressful, it can also be a 

place to discover something amazing about friendship—which 

let’s be honest for a moment—is something we all can work on 

from time to time. That’s why this September we’re headed to 

the lunchroom to discover more about friendship.  

 

Friendships should be celebrated - and that’s just what we’re going to do! On Sunday, September 

17
th
 we’re hosting our first Friendship Sunday. We will be encouraging our children to invite as 

many friends as they can to join us for fun, crafts, games and cupcakes during our Sunday School 

hour. For more information, please feel free to email me at 

aimeeb@eastcross.org. 

 

Aimee Hall, Director of Children’s Ministries 

 

 
 

CIA  
 

Mark your calendars for our next CIA! We are headed to Food 4 Kids on Sunday, September 24
th
. 

 

CIA (Christians In Action) is for 2nd-5th graders. So if you’re a NEW 2
nd

 grader, you are officially 

welcome to join us! Each child needs to bring packages of juice boxes for the weekend food bags 

they will be filling for the Food 4 Kids program. The more juice boxes the better as there are over 

500 children in the Washington County area who receive a bag of food each Friday during the 

school year so they will have something to eat over the weekend. Sign up by Sunday, September 

17
th
 to reserve a seat on the van!  

 

NEWS FROM THE NURSERY… 
 

This may come as a shock, but the Bible has specific promises about God’s presence when     

children are welcomed and loved in Jesus’ name. The nursery allows church goers to focus on 

worship, rather than worrying about their children. The first (and sometimes lasting) feelings a 

child will have toward church is formed in the nursery. That’s why a positive experience is          

essential. There is no greater treasure on this side of heaven than the little ones God has given 

us. You may have never looked at it this way, but a growing Christian is always a serving       

Christian. According to Matthew 19:14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 

hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  
 

Liz VanDeVenter, Nursery Director 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER… 

 
Well, we have begun another school-year session of this ministry that our 

church has provided to not only our church family, but to our surrounding 

community, and we are in the midst of the 32
nd

 year of doing so! 

 

Our four Parent Day Out classes (6 months of age through 2 years old) currently have 26 children 

enrolled with eight adults (two in each room of course…for the safety of the children and the adults); 

our 3-Year Old Preschool (three separate classrooms) have 36 children enrolled and again, two 

adults in each class; and our 4-Year Old Preschool classes (two classrooms) have 16 children with 

three adults to teach these children! We maintain a waiting list for all of our classes the entire      

session, so even though many of our classes are currently full, there are times when we go to this 

list and fill openings from it! 
 

As mentioned in previous newsletters, the ECECC staff and its church committee members along 

with several of the church Trustees have worked on and readied several “projects” to update and  

enhance the facilities that we are TRULY BLESSED to be able to utilize – thank you again to those 

that have given of your time, money, and commitment to our ministry! 
 

But Jesus said, "Let the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom 

of heaven belongs to such as these."   Matthew 19:14 
 

~ Coleen Williams, Director @ East Cross Early Childhood Center     

      email: ecc@eastcross.org    Phone: 918-333-3814 

 
 

 
IT'S TIME TO STAND FOR OUR CHILDREN, OUR YOUTH -               

FOR OUR SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES 
 
 

 PrayForSchools is an expansion of Bless Our Schools Sunday sponsored by Moms in Prayer International.  

 Thousands of churches worldwide take part in this event each year to support and encourage teachers,     

 students, and staff.  
 

 You can start praying during the entire month of September with daily prayer prompts from our prayer  

 calendar shared through social media (www.prayforschools.org). Join us in asking God to bring renewal to 

 the hearts and minds of students, teachers, and campus staff throughout the nation. 
 

 We will have a special time of emphasis and prayer for our students, teachers and school administrators on  

 September 17. Come and be a part of these services. 
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September Outreach News 

 
Generosity Boxes  
 

LIGHTHOUSE HOMELESS SHELTER will be our outreach mission for the month of September. Their   

greatest need right now is paper products such as: TOILET PAPER, KLEENEX, PAPER TOWELS AND 

NAPKINS. While shopping, toss an extra roll or box into your cart. Bring them to church, place them into one 

of the Generosity Boxes located at each entrance to East Cross UMC. Your gracious donations continue to 

be a blessing to those in need in our community. 
 

Frances E Willard Tiling Team took place July 13 – 15 with the team tiling a bathroom and painting an   

apartment. Six East Cross members were involved along with one person from Oak Park. Frances E Willard 

is a multi-ministry center and will be celebrating its centennial this month. 
 

Frances E Willard Ministry Center will be celebrating 100 year of service to youth and families on Saturday, 

September 9 from 11:00am to 2:00pm. The Center is located at 1616 N Gilcrease Museum Road in Tulsa. 

You are invited to a FREE lunch at 1:00pm, open house tours, Pearl’s Hope and Child SHARE program 

tours. 
 

Outreach Committee September Meeting will be held on the second Tuesday, September 12, at 7:00pm. 
Everyone is invited and welcome to attend Outreach meetings.  
 

Fall Dates to know! 
 

Mountain of Food: October 15 – November 5  
  

Red Bird Craft Fair: November 4 
 

Return to Red Bird in July 2018    
 

Preparations have begun for the 2018 VIM to Red Bird, Kentucky. The VIM will be July 21 – 28, 2018. Please 
be prayerfully considering God’s plans for you to join the team or to help the team in other ways. 
 

Prayer Needed for: 
 

   Oklahoma disaster relief volunteers. There are over 50 sites that need volunteers to help families get back  

   into their homes. 
 

   Marilyn Chan, Cambodian missionary we support. She works with the women of Cambodia. 
 

   MUTUAL as it begins work with girls during the school year. 

 

 

 

Wheels 2 Work Picnic Supper — September 28 
 

Car Show at 5:30pm followed by supper at 6:30pm 

East Cross UMC  

Tickets $25  

Fundraiser for Church Women United—car repair fund 

Tickets may be purchased from Nancy Arnold 918-333-4669 
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WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY… 

 
Josh and Kathy Waddell and their two sons, Zack and Ryan, joined East 

Cross on Sunday, August 20 during the11:00 service.  
 

Josh is a councilor at Jane Phillips Elementary School and Kathy is      

employed by Ernst & Young. Zack, a 7th grader at Central Middle School, 

was in the Spring 2017 Confirmation Class at East Cross. Their youngest 

son, Ryan, is in 3rd grade at Wayside. Their address is 2801 Kingston Ct.  
 

Be sure to welcome the Waddell family to our growing East Cross family! 

 

  Dear East Cross Church: 
 

  Many thanks for your faithful support. We assist our clients in so many ways: food, utility    

  cut-off notices, transportation, to out-of-town doctors, job interviews or a new job until pay day, 

  prescriptions, or a night's lodging. Importantly, we also provide hope to the hopeless 

  and diminish anxiety and fear. 
 

We could not offer so much to so many without your help.  
 

With heart-felt gratitude, 

Kay Martin, Executive Director, CONCERN, Inc.  

       

Jerry and Mary Cox invite our church family        

        to celebrate their       

   50th wedding anniversary    

  on Saturday, September 16 

     from 2:00pm to 4:00pm   

          in Fellowship Hall.  

No gifts, please. 

RSVP to Niki Cox 918-691-8391 by September 7th. 

 

2017 FORGED Men’s Retreat! 
 

September 8-10 at Camp Egan 
 

 This year's theme is "Come". Come and enjoy a time away for spiritual refreshing, fellowship, and relaxation. When we  
 gather together in the name of Jesus, He will come and be there with us as well. When we choose to set a time apart  
 and focus on what God would have for us to do in the days ahead, God will come and refresh and renew our lives,  
 dreams, desires, churches and relationships. 
 

 Come be part of this year’s men's retreat and see what God will do. REGISTER at forged.fumcowasso.org.           
 Accommodations include a lodge, cabin or tent/hammock. Prices are on the website. 



    

ONLINE GIVING...You can give electronically by going to our website 

www.eastcross.org. Click the menu tab on top of the Welcome page 

and click on “Give Online” OR scroll to the bottom of our Welcome 

page and click on “Give.” Funds can also be withdrawn automatically  

weekly or monthly by completing a request form  

available in the treasurer’s office.   
 

  East Cross also offers a mobile version of our  

  online giving page to make it easy for you to  

  give anytime from your smart phone. Simply scan  

  the image to the left using your phone’s Quick  

  Response (QR) code reader. 
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   Sunday Morning Van Ministry 
   

    Call the church office at 918-333-0810 and leave  

    message on extension 105 before 7:30am on  

   Sunday mornings. You may also have a standing 

    request to be picked up each week. 

 

All East Cross men are invited to meet for          

breakfast and fellowship at  Eggberts 

on Saturday, September 2nd at 8am!  

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

New Prayer Requests… 
 

Leon Thomson 
 
————————————————————————- 

 
Ann Allen (Lola Norfleet’s grand-

daughter), Alan Beckworth,   

Tootsie Bryan, Mary Ann Clark, 

Michelle Burr, Geoffery Christen-

sen (Eileen Christensen Perrin’s 

son), Kathy Christian, Bryant  

Collier, Myrna Collier, Joan     

Collins (friend of Pam Knuth), Val 

Cottle, Jerry Cox, Stan DeFehr, 

Debbie Dagenette, Marcia 

Goode, Janelle Hale (sister of 

Judy Stephens), Carol Herman, 

Gertrude Hughey, Barry Knuth, 

James Kuntz, Louis & Emily 

Kuntz, Paul McQuillen, Mike 

Paxson (brother- in-law of Coleen 

Williams), Debbie Potter, Marie 

Puckett, Patti Rameraz, Euela 

Randall, Spence Rigdon, Earnest 

& Cathe Riggs, Ken Salamy 

(Tootsie Bryan’s nephew), Cliff 

Schornick, Carol Stithem, Kermit 

Tanzey, Jan Waldorf, Jeremy 

Waldorf 
 

Condolences to… 
 

Mark and Brenda Commons on 

the July 29th death of Mark’s 

mother and Barbara Chouteau’s 

sister, Betty Jo Commons. 

 

Warren, Rita, Amy and Carrie 

Neff on the death of Rita’s father, 

John McKnight, on August 19th. 

    

Pray for our Military 
 
    

  MAJ Todd Abshire   LTC Darrin Cox     LCDR Eric Rolfs 

  SSG Gary Mabry   SSG Jared Seat CPT Derek Smith   

  CDR Robert Staten   CPT Neil Gorham Robbie Lawson 

  Mark Hathaway   CPT Daniel Smith SFC Clifton White 

  Esn. Lisa Freeman 
 

All persons serving in the military and their families. 
 

        If you have a loved one or a friend currently on 

  active duty in the military and would like them  

  added to our Wall of Honor, please contact  

  Charlie and LeAnne Christensen at  

  chasleanne@gmail.com or 918-327-1226.  

If you know someone that needs to be 

added or removed from the Prayer List, 

call the church office at 918-333-0810. 

 

   

Upper Room Daily Devotionals 
 

Months of September—October are available on the  

Information Desk outside the Sanctuary 

$1.00 each regular or large print 
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Sunday           

  8:30am          Traditional Worship Service 
  9:45am         Small Groups for all ages 
  11:00am         Contemporary Worship Service 
  5:00pm         Youth 
 
 

  Monday            

  9:30am-3:00pm    Early Childhood Center 

 
   

 Tuesday 

  4:00pm Prayer Group  

 

 

 
 

Wednesday   

9:30am-3:00pm          Early Childhood Center 
5:30pm                       Connections Meal 
6:00pm                       Small Groups 
7:30pm  Praise Band Practice 
 
 

Thursday 
 
 

Friday    

9:30am-12Noon          Early Childhood Center 
 
 

Saturday 

Weekly Activities at East Cross 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

8:00a Men’s  

 breakfast at 

Eggberts 
 

 

 

3 

Communion 
 

3:00p Worship 

Meeting 

4 

Labor Day 

Holiday 

 

Church Office 

Closed 
 

5 

 

 

 

 

6  
       

Connections 

5:30p Meal 

6:00p Small 

Groups 

7 

 

 

8 
 

 

 
 

7:00p Church 

Bridge 

9 

 

10 
 
 
 

5:00p PG Small 
Group 

11 
 

 

 
 

6:30p Young 

Adults 

12 

 

 
 

7:00p Outreach 

 

13 
 

Connections 

5:30p Meal 

6:00p Small 

Groups 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

2:00p 50th 

Wedding 

Celebration 

Jerry & Mary Cox 

17 

Pray For 

Schools 

 

EC KIDS 

Friendship Day 

18 

6:30p Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 
 

7:00p Miriam 

Circle 
 

7:00p Trustees 

19 

 
 

 
 
 

6p Piecemaker 

Quilters 

20   

 

Connections 

5:30p Meal 

6:00p Small 

Groups 

21 
 

9:30a Rebecca 

9:30a Ruth 

   

   

22 

 

23 

 

24        
 

3:00p CIA 

Food 4 Kids 
 

5:00p PG Small 
Group 

25 
 

6:30p Young 

Adults 
 

7:00p Rachel 

Circle 

26 27  
 

Connections 

5:30p Meal 

6:00p Small 

Groups 

 28 
 

Wheels to Work 

5:30p Car Show 

6:30p Meal 

 

29 30 
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August marked the kick-off of the school year and the 
students celebrated with a back to school party!  

 

Students meet Sunday nights 5:00–7:00pm and 
Wednesdays 5:30–7:00pm. 

Student Ministry 


