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 learning to follow Jesus, inviting others to join the journey 

 
Sunday Worship Information 

 

 
Sunday, August 6         Sunday, August 13 

Holy Communion              Matthew 14:22-33 

Galatians 5:13-14                                          Sermon: Walking on the Water 

Sermon: Free to Serve 
 

 
Sermon Series: Life Changing Relationships 

 

 

Sunday, August 20                  Sunday, August 27 

Mark 12:28-34                     Ruth 1:1-18 

Sermon: The Most Important Relationship      Sermon: Children and Parents 
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Another step in our journey… 
 
 
When the four generations of our family get together we usually have a great time. Sometimes we 

laugh at ourselves as we hear ourselves repeat a phrase or assume as a norm an attitude or action   

we have seen or heard in previous generations. It is very evident when we are together that we tend   

to take on some of the habits of, and set similar priorities in life as those who raised or are raising us.    

I know this sounds really simple, like one of those “of course” statements. You’re right, it is. I want us  

to think about what that really means for the future of our families and those close to us.   
 

Think about this for a moment. What was set as priorities for my mom 80 years ago is showing up as 

priorities in her great-grandchildren today. If you don’t think what you do, what you say, and how you 

act makes a difference, you are totally wrong. Those priorities, attitudes and actions will show up for 

years to come in those you love most. 
 

What priorities will your family and close friends see in you this year? As we end summer vacations 

and start setting routines and priorities for the coming school year, what will you place on your “most 

important” list? Make sure you are passing on to those around you what you think is really important   

in life. 

 

Pastor Jeff 

 

 
 

CONNECTIONS Begins Wednesday, August 30 
 

5:30pm Meal by donation in the Christian Life Center  

Suggested donation for adult members $2.00 / Guests, children and youth FREE 
 

6:00pm Small Groups for all ages, children through adults 

Childcare is available for children 4 years and younger  

 

Listening to the Voice of God (Priscilla Shirer) - Learning to recognize God’s character, language and tone 

of voice as you spend time in God’s Word and understand the role of the Holy Spirit. This class will meet from 

August 30 to October 11. Lesli Perceful will teach this class. 

Going Deeper with Pastor Jeff - Each week Pastor Jeff will take the sermon topic and scripture from Sun-

day and go much deeper than time will allow for a normal sermon. 

Good Grief (Granger E. Westberg) - Timeless wisdom for all who grieve. This class will meet from August 30 

to October 11. Chad Perceful will teach this class. 

What Makes you Happy (Andy Stanley) - Examine the ways in which we define happiness and how that def-

inition influences the way we pursue it. This class will meet from October 25 to December 13. Chad Perceful 

will teach this class. 



learning to  fo l low Jesus,  inv i t ing others  to  jo in the  journey                 -3 -  

 
 

From Pastor Chad… 
 
      

  
This morning I opened Facebook and there, front and center, was a picture from six years ago when my then 

little five year old daughter got to meet Hornsby (the Tulsa Drillers’ mascot) for the first time. She seemed so 

small and young and it just reminded me of being in that moment and the special time we had. I then left that 

app and opened up my photos to send a picture to the church office and there, staring me in the face, was the 

reality that my daughter was now 11 and growing up way too fast. I know that I am probably preaching to the 

choir when I say this, but it seems the older I get the quicker that time seems to pass. The more I think about 

this, the more I begin to wonder what happened to all the time that has passed since that picture of Riley with 

Hornsby to the latest picture of her praying with a family in Costa Rica. There are so many things that I want-

ed to do, to learn and to experience six years ago when I was only 35. Now I am 41 and I feel like I have left  

a lot of those things undone.   

 
The problem with time is that it keeps moving whether we are ready for it or not. The more time that passes, 

the harder it seems to change and do new things. However, as Ephesians 3:20 (CEB) says, we serve a God 

“who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at work within us.” Even though 

the days, weeks, months and years roll on, God is not done working in our lives. God still wants to do some-

thing new, something we cannot even find the words to ask for or even begin to imagine, in and through 

us. So family, I tell you that it is never too late to get going again. We just need to shift our focus. Paul tells us 

how to do this in Philippians 3:13-14 (CEB): 13 Brothers and sisters, I myself don’t think I’ve reached it, but I 

do this one thing: I forget about the things behind me and reach out for the things ahead of me. 14 The goal I 

pursue is the prize of God’s upward call in Christ Jesus. 

 
                Church it is never too late for God to use us and now is a perfect time to get restarted. 

 
Blessings, 
 
 

Pastor Chad 

 

 

Contemporary Worship… 
 
 
 

 It was so great to have a couple of our old friends back to worship with us last month! For those of 

you who missed out, Luis Balli joined us from Fort Stewart, Georgia on his 2-week leave from the Army to 

lead worship on July 16th and Emily French led worship for us on the 23rd while on vacation from Orlando, 

Florida! I can't say enough about these two, not only for the work they put in to build our worship team, but 

also the amount of time they spent to prepare me to lead the team moving forward. I know I speak for every-

one when I say we miss both of them dearly! Leading worship isn't something that can be done alone, and I 

know our team of musicians, vocalists, sound techs, and media personnel, and pastors deserve so much 

credit for all of the extra time and effort they put in to making our services great! Thank you all for everything 

you do!!  
 

God Bless, 
 

Zack Michel , Contemporary Worship Director 
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EC Kids...  
 
Our focus for the month of August is a very important one: Respect.  
 

God is the all-powerful, Creator of the universe. There is no one else who has the position or power 

that He holds. We can’t help but respond to Him with respect. And when it comes to people, everyone 

is important for two reasons: God made them in His image and Jesus died for them. That’s why re-

spect is also a reflection of the character of Christ in us. When we see people like Jesus sees them, 

we can show everyone they matter to God. Despite our backgrounds, gender, race, opinions – we all 

matter to God.  
 

   Have you ever seen a drumline? Maybe at a football game or part of a  

   marching band’s half-time show? When everyone is in sync, it can be 

   quite amazing! Each person playing their part of the cadence comes  

   together to create an unforgettable rhythm. When the rhythm is off, the  

   song falls apart. The same is true for life. God sets a rhythm of how we 

   should interact with each other. It’s called respect. And when we  

   “Respect the Rhythm” life just seems to work out better. 
 

What a great reminder for our kids as they head back to school! 
 

Aimee Hall, Director of Children’s Ministries 

 
 
Promotion Sunday 
 

Sunday, August 20th, we will welcome our new Kindergartners upstairs! Also, Promotion Sunday is 

when our new 2
nd

 Graders can join CIA (Christians In Action)! Email aimeeb@eastcross.org if your 

child would like to get involved!  

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE NURSERY… 
 
 

Kids today need to know that they are not alone. They need to know that the things they are strug-

gling with and yearning for have been felt by people throughout the ages and that the one con-

stant was, is and will always be is GOD. As God was faithful in the past, so will he also be faithful 

to us now. Whether they are dealing with disappointment...a school yard bully...or some other diffi-

cult situation, it’s important for kids to understand that they can ALWAYS turn to God to help 

weather life’s storms. As school starts back, knowing that God is faithful and His promises true are 

often just what a child needs to hear to get through a bad time. 

 

Liz VanDeVenter, Nursery Director 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER… 
 
For our upcoming school-year session beginning this month, we will welcome at least 78 children 

into our Parent Day Out classes and our 3 & 4-year old Preschool Classes (33 of these children 

are new to our program)! Waiting lists for both our programs (in several classes) are already estab-

lished; we often fill from these throughout the year. 
  

 We have a few classroom openings still available; please contact us with any inquiries or          

      if there is interest in being added to a classroom waiting list! 

 
We have a staff of 17 adult teaching and support persons. As the school-year progresses the      

children are introduced to and will learn many new themed-based concepts in a peer-social setting 

in our Christian, church-based program. We continue to be a part-day DHS licensed program.  

 
Throughout the school-year, we ask our East Cross church family to please take a few moments 

each day, week or month to lift up in your thoughts and prayers, our many children, their families, 

and our classroom teachers – as we continue to strive to be sure that the many lives that our minis-

try touches, to be a very positive, meaningful and valuable part of their lives now, and for many more 

years to come! 

 
 
     The blessings continue to come our way…Recently there was a need to 

     replace our program’s large, previously donated refrigerator and we are    

     SO GRATEFUL that our program was blessed to have this need fulfilled  

     by a very generous donor – THANK YOU for our brand NEW refrigerator! 

 
     During the month of July several of our staff (Liz, Nancy, Shirley, Shelly,  

and Sonia) and our committee members (Jessica and Jennifer) spent several days painting ten 

classroom walls in five rooms; and eight class-room shelving pieces were given a new look via an 

updated paint job (utilizing paint already within the building.) In addition, all classroom carpets were 

cleaned and tiled flooring was re-waxed. This annual cleaning requires ALL items within our pro-

gram area to be moved back and forth to allow this work to be done. Again, many staff and commit-

tee members came in to do the actual work – thank you to ALL that helped!!! 

 
 

Happy Moments, Praise God 

Difficult Moments, Seek God 

Quiet Moments, Worship God 

Painful Moments, Trust God 

Every Moment, Thank God! 
 

 
~ Coleen Williams, Director @ East Cross Early Childhood Center     

      email: ecc@eastcross.org    Phone: 918-333-3814 

javascript: void(0)
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     Costa Rica Mission Trip 

 
 

My students and I arrived back from our mission trip and I witnessed 

God move in a lot of ways in their lives. I pictured God doing a lot of 

things in our actions in Costa Rica but I noticed something amazing. 

God moved in the lives of those in Costa Rica but I saw Him move in the lives of our students as 

well. I can’t tell you everything they did on a day to day basis because we were all split up in differ-

ent groups but I can tell you what I saw personally. 

 

  We flew in to San Jose on a beautiful sunny afternoon. We were exhausted from waking up 

at 3:00am that morning. All eleven of our students were wide eyed looking at the Costa Rica land-

scape. We had no idea what was in store for us that week but we were trusting God would bless 

our mission. We were partnering with Rice and Beans Ministries to help teach kids in and around 

San Jose about God and handing out food bags to communities in need. Each of our students  

was put into a group with adults and students from other churches around the world. Many of our 

students seemed a little uneasy about working with complete strangers but they were willing to 

step out of their comfort zones for the kingdom of God. The living conditions of some of the com-

munities that we handed food bags in was astounding. Most homes didn’t have actual front doors 

but instead boards that served as a door that they slid aside when they left their home. 

 

 I watched as the youth from our church interacted with the children of Costa Rica. The kids 

of Costa Rica were just like children from all over the world. They just wanted someone to care 

about them and to live life with them. The girls in my group were forever changed by the faces that 

they gave food bags to. I know this because of the stories I heard from some of the houses they 

visited. The people were in need and our missioners got to pray with them and help them with not 

only their physical needs but 

their spiritual needs as well. I 

wish I could fill this page with 

the stories that the people on 

the mission experienced so I 

could encourage you, reader, 

to find a way to serve God’s 

mission. I don’t have the room 

to do that but I will encourage 

you to come to East Cross 

and talk to them. Hear their 

story and join the journey that 

God is calling you to. 

Evan Holmes,                 
Director of Youth Ministries 
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August Outreach News 

 
Costa Rica VIM Team has returned!   
 

The East Cross team of 25 had a great trip making new friends, having new experiences, and seeing God’s 

hand working in themselves and others. Over 2000 food bags filled with beans and rice were given out during 

the week   including the 450 bags of food provided by East Cross. Please take the opportunity to visit with the 

team   members personally or by inviting them to your small group to share their stories.   
 
 

Engineers in Action will meet on August 7th at 6:45pm in East Cross Fellowship Hall. This will be an informa-

tive meeting regarding how engineers are helping people in rural areas of South America. Projects include 

building playgrounds in communities and constructing wells to provide drinking water. Please help get the 

word out into the community. 
 

 

Generosity Boxes  
 

Did you realize that The Food 4 Kids Program (through The Agape Mission) sends out over 1,700 packs    

of food each month to 14 area schools for children who are at risk of going hungry over the weekend?  

These packs of shelf-stable food items are sent out weekly. This program is in need of the following items to 

supplement what they are able to obtain from the local food bank: Pudding cups – vanilla or chocolate; 

fruit cups; applesauce cups; small boxes of raisins; fruit snacks – with 100% fruit juice; and small 

fruit juice boxes. So while you are shopping, grab a few of these items, toss them in your cart and put them 

in the Generosity boxes that are conveniently located at EACH entrance to ECUMC! 
 
 

“The Lydia Patterson Institute is committed to providing an environment in which Christian faith, values and 

knowledge converge to give students a cross-cultural academic and state-of–the-art education, by creating 

opportunities to develop skills to succeed and transform a changing world.” (from their website)  Students 

from Mexico who cannot afford an education can cross the US-Mexican border into El Paso, Texas five days 

a week to receive an education provided by the Lydia Patterson Institute which is a United Methodist Ministry.  

East Cross provides a scholarship yearly through the “Teach a Man to Fish” endowment. 
 
 

The Outreach Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 8, at 7:00pm. Everyone is invited and 

welcome to attend Outreach meetings.  
 

 

Prayer Needed for: 
 

     All teachers and students going back to school. Parents are excited also! 
 

     The Lydia Patterson Institute in El Paso, Texas 
 

     Mutual Girls Club as they begin their fall programs 
 

     Concern Early Childhood Center 
 

     Wesley Foundation College ministries on the campuses of Universities around the US 
 

     East Cross Early Childhood Center  
 

     Redbird School in Redbird, Kentucky 
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2017 FORGED Men’s Retreat! 
 

September 8-10 at Camp Egan 

 

This year's theme is "Come". Come and enjoy a time away for spir-

itual refreshing, fellowship, and relaxation. When we gather together 

in the name of Jesus, He will come and be there with us as well. 

When we choose to set a time apart and focus on what God would 

have for us to do in the days ahead, God will come and refresh and 

renew our lives, dreams, desires, churches and relationships. 

 

Come be part of this year’s men's retreat and see what God will do. 
 

REGISTER at forged.fumcowasso.org.  Accommodations include a 

lodge, cabin or tent/hammock. Prices are on the website. 

 

 
MUTUAL Tuesday House Resale Shop 

 
 Volunteers, men and women, needed at MUTUAL Tuesday House 

Resale Shop especially on Mondays and Wednesdays                     

to sort, price and unload donated items.  

 

Call 918-336-9154 to volunteer or to schedule items to be picked up. 

 
All proceeds benefit MUTUAL Girls Club.  

 
 

   Sorting at Tuesday House — Monday & Wednesday 9am-12pm  
  

   Tuesday House OPEN to Public — Tuesday 8am-4pm   
 

   Tuesday House OPEN to Public — Saturday 9am-12pm 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY… 

 
Lee and Amanda Brammer brought their son, Hollis Christian,            

to be dedicated during the 11:00am worship service on July 9.        

The dedication follows the example of Samuel in the Old Testament 

and Jesus in the New Testament. Many family members were in     

attendance to celebrate the occasion. Proud grandparents include 

Bob and Paula Lindblom, Stan and Cynthia DeFehr, and great-

grandparents Laverne Lindblom, and Leon Brammer. 

 

   

  Dear East Cross Church: 
 

  Thank you for the baby items, paper towels, and all the good things you send to us!  

  We so appreciate your generosity! 
  

  With thanks, 

  Concern Child Learning Center Staff and Children 

 

 

Thank you... to all the churches, UMM and UMW groups, Sunday School Classes and individuals who have 

collected donations for New Day Camp, sent scholarships and provided transportation. Your donations are a 

blessing to this ministry and the children we serve. 
 

We also were blessed with Visa and Walmart gift cards that enabled us to purchase items that were still 

needed. If your church sent these gift cards with the toiletry items, please let us know. What a blessing these 

were also! 
 

Once again, we thank you for your support and continued prayers of New Day Camp. 
 

Blessings, 

Lesa Rhoads 

Assistant Director-Administration 

Criminal Justice & Mercy Ministries 

Oklahoma Conference of the United Methodist Church 

     Gertrude Hughey will celebrate her 100th birthday on Monday, August 7!  

     Wouldn’t it be wonderful to shower her with birthday cards from her East Cross church  

     family? Including your favorite bible verse or a short devotion would be nice surprise, too.  

     If you would like to honor Getrude in this way, mail or bring cards to the church office by 

     August 7 or mail to:   

      Getrude Hughey 

                                      Heritage Villa Care Home 

                                      1244 Woodland Loop 

                                           Bartlesville, OK 74006 



    

ONLINE GIVING...You can give electronically by going to our website 
www.eastcross.org. Click the menu tab on top of the Welcome page 
and click on “Give Online” OR scroll to the bottom of our Welcome 
page and click on “Give.” Funds can also be withdrawn automatically  

  weekly or monthly by completing a request form  
  available in the treasurer’s office.   
 

  East Cross also offers a mobile version of our  
  online giving page to make it easy for you to  
  give anytime from your smart phone. Simply scan  
  the image to the left using your phone’s Quick  
  Response (QR) code reader. 
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      Sunday Morning Van Ministry 
   

    Call the church office at 918-333-0810 and leave  

    message on extension 105 before 7:30am on  

   Sunday mornings. You may also have a standing 

    request to be picked up each week. 

 

All East Cross men are invited to meet for          

breakfast and fellowship at Midway Cafe 

on Saturday, August 5th at 8am!  

PRAYER LIST 
 

New Prayer Requests… 
 

Beckworth Family, Gary Brown, 
Tootsie Bryan, Mary Ann Clark, 
Carol Herman, Cliff Schornick,  
Kermit Tanzey, Jan Waldorf 
 
————————————————————————- 

 

Alida (Maebeth Furrow’s sister), 

Ann Allen (Lola Norfleet’s grand-

daughter), Alan Beckworth, 

Michelle Burr, Geoffery Christen-

sen (Eileen Christensen Perrin’s 

son), Kathy Christian, Bryant Colli-

er, Myrna Collier, Joan Collins 

(friend of Pam Knuth), Val Cottle, 

Jerry Cox, Stan DeFehr, Debbie 

Dagenette, Marcia Goode, Janelle 

Hale (Judy Stephens’ sister), Edna 

Harbison, John Hron (father of Ker-

mit and Mary Lou Tanzey’s son-in-

law), Gertrude Hughey, Barry 

Knuth, James Kuntz, Louis & Emily 

Kuntz, Joe LaFerry, Paul McQuil-

len, Mike Paxson (brother- in-law of 

Coleen Williams), Debbie Potter, 

Marie Puckett, Patti Rameraz, 

Euela Randall, Spence Rigdon, 

Earnest & Cathe Riggs, Ken 

Salamy (Tootsie Bryan’s nephew), 

Pat (Helen Shell’s sister), Carol 

Stithem, Jeremy Waldorf, Bill and 

Allie Zoldoske 
 

Condolences to… 
 

Kim and Tammy Shepherd on the death 
of Kim’s brother, Ron Shepherd. 
 

Matt, Amanda, Emilee and Cash Han-
cock on the death of Matt’s mother. 
 

Myrna Collier on the death of her brother 
Vernon Cooper. 
 

Mike, Kara and Kayleigh Rowell on the 

death of Mike’s father, Raymond Rowell. 
 

Helen Shell on the death of her sister, 

Sherri Bradley. 

 

    
 

Pray for our Military 
 
    

  MAJ Todd Abshire   LTC Darrin Cox     LCDR Eric Rolfs 

  SSG Gary Mabry   SSG Jared Seat CPT Derek Smith   

  CDR Robert Staten   CPT Neil Gorham Robbie Lawson 

  Mark Hathaway   CPT Daniel Smith SFC Clifton White 

  Esn. Lisa Freeman 
 

All persons serving in the military and their families. 

 
Ens. Lisa Freeman has been added to the Wall of Honor and       

SSG Jared Seat has returned home from his deployment. Please 

pray for Lisa in her deployment and for her family, as having a loved 

one deployed is always difficult. Also, please continue to pray for             

SSG Jared Seat as he acclimates to being home, and for his family            

as they enjoy being back together again. 

 
 

        If you have a loved one or a friend currently on 

  active duty in the military and would like them  

  added to our Wall of Honor, please contact  

  Charlie and LeAnne Christensen at  

  chasleanne@gmail.com or 918-327-1226.  

If you know someone that needs to be 
added or removed from the Prayer List, 
call the church office at 918-333-0810. 
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Sunday           

  8:30am          Traditional Worship Service 
  9:45am         Small Groups for all ages 
  11:00am         Contemporary Worship Service 
  5:00pm         Youth 
 
 

  Monday            

  9:30am-3:00pm    Early Childhood Center 

               (August 21 & 28) 
 

 Tuesday 

  4:00pm Prayer Group  

 

 

 
 

Wednesday   

9:30am-3:00pm          Early Childhood Center 
                                        (August 23 & 30) 
7:30pm  Praise Band Practice 
 
 

Thursday 

 
 

Friday    

9:30am-12Noon          Early Childhood Center 
             (August 25) 
 

Saturday 

Weekly Activities at East Cross 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

   

 1 

8a OKCA Mtg 

Back to School 

 

 

 

2 

8a OKCA Mtg 

Back to School 

3 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

8:00a Men’s  

 breakfast at 

Midway Cafe 
 

 

 

6 

Communion 
 

12—EC Kids 

Picnic at  

Sooner Park 

7 
 

6:30p Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 
 

6:45p Engineers 

In Action 

8 

 

 

 

7p Outreach 

9                   

 

 

10 

 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

7:00p Church 

Bridge 

12 

 

13 
 
 

14 
 

 
 

6:30p Young 

Adults 
 

7:00p Trustees 

15 

 

 
 

6p Piecemaker 

Quilters 

16 

 

 

17 

1st Day of 

Bartlesville 

Public School 

18 

10a ECC  

Open House 
 

11:30a ECC 

Staff Luncheon 

19 

 

 

 

20 
 

Promotion 

Sunday 

21 
 

6:30p Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 
 
 

7:00p Miriam 

Circle 

22 

 
 

 

 

 

 

23   24 
 

 

   

   

25 

 

26 

 

27         

 

 
 

 

28 

 

 
6:30p Young 

Adults 

29 30  

Connections 

5:30 Meal 

6:00 Small 

Groups 

 31 

 

 
6:30p Children’s 

Council 
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CIA  
 

(Christians In Action) 
 

Super Service Day 2017! 
___________________ 

 
CIA started their day with a    

task from MUTUAL.  

 
Then they made greeting cards 

for some of our loved members 

at Green Country Village. 

 
Delivering the cards to East 

Cross members was their      

favorite part of the day! 

 
The final service project      

was picking up trash at     

Sooner Park.  

 
They ended the day with        

watermelon at the Splash Pad!   

It was a refreshing reward! We had a great group of 15 kids and 
four adults! Thank you, volunteers! 

Xandree, Ellie, Lily and Elena working 
hard on creating greeting cards. 

Preparing to help MUTUAL Cleaning up Sooner Park 


