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Graduating High School Seniors were honored at church on May 20. Pictured from 
left to right are: Zach Robertson, Kiersten Haschke, Olive Foust, Megan Kirchner, 

Hunter Jenkins, Rilee Rigdon, Jake Bilger and Grant Yardley. Not pictured are: 
Sarah Covell, Echo Davis, Addie Deffenbaugh and Alexz Hatter. Congratulations! 

 
     

 Sunday, June 3  Communion 

      Scripture: Mark 2:23-3:6 

Sermon Series 

IN THE BEGINNING… 
 

 June 10  

        God Made You Good 

  Genesis 1:1-2:4 
 

 June 17—Father’s Day 

        First Family 

  Genesis 2:4-25 
 

 June 24 

    In the Garden 

        Genesis 3:1-24 

        John 19:41-42 



 

Remodel Project Continues 
 

J 
une will be a month of 

change and learning for 

us in our beautiful 

Sanctuary/Worship 

Center. The front wall has been 

completed and the projection 

systems are in place and training 

is taking place. The seating, 

however, is another story. Our 

pews, that have served us since 

May 30,1965, are on a new 

journey. A church building in 

Barnsdall had a water leak that 

was not detected for a few days 

and ruined the pews in their 

worship center, so our pews will 

be making that short trip to serve 

in that location for the coming 

years. The timing was just right 

for us to be able to gift these 

pews to another congregation so 

they will continue to serve as 

people worship God. Because 

there is not a big, or continual 

need for pews, we were excited 

that our pews will not be taken to 

a burn pile or shredder, but will 

continue to serve God’s people 

as they worship. They were 

picked up on Memorial Day. A 

big THANKS to those who 

worked hard to make this 

happen. 
 

Our new chairs will probably not 

arrive until the first or second 

week in July. You might notice a 

time difference between the 

pews being taken and our new 

chairs arriving. For a short time, 

we will use the light colored 

chairs that we use in the CLC. 

When you come in, don’t get too 

excited because the chairs in our 

Sanctuary/Worship Center are 

not our permanent seating. 

Again, our new chairs are 

scheduled to arrive during the 

month of July. 
 

If you like change, I hope you 

are enjoying the changes being 

made to help us be a vital 

congregation for years to come. 

If you’re not too crazy about 

change, hang on for another 

month or so and we’ll be settled 

in for a while. 

Pastor Jeff 
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A 
 wise man once said 

“without change there 

can be no 

breakthroughs…. 

without breakthroughs, there can 

be no future.” As we look around 

our church, there seem to be lots 

of changes happening! Jeremiah 

29:11 says that God has a plan 

for us - a plan to give us a future 

and a hope!  Wow!  Is it possible 

that as we make these changes 

in our church that God is 

preparing a breakthrough for 

East Cross?  
 

Changes at East Cross are not 

just happening in our building.  

As we approach the summer, we 

will say goodbye to our dear 

friends Amelia and Melody Nash 

who will be moving to Texas 

soon. Amelia’s musical gifts have 

been a blessing to East Cross for 

many years! Please help me 

thank her for all of the beautiful 

music she has given to us! I am 

very blessed for knowing her!!! 
 

Transitioning from the pianist to 

the traditional service music 

director, I have been extremely 

fortunate that Jan Watt agreed to 

fill-in as the accompanist. For the 

last several months, Jan has 

been kind to come each week 

and play for our services. Her 

talents are amazing and now, I 

am happy to announce, we can 

officially welcome her to the East 

Cross staff as our worship 

pianist!!!   

When I was a little girl, my 

parents used to sing this song 

called “Something Good.” It 

began, “I just feel like something 

good is about to happen. I just 

feel like something good is on its 

way…”    
 

I believe that God has something 

amazing for East Cross! We can 

already see His mighty works 

within our church! Let’s begin 

praying for the breakthrough.  

Socrates said, “The secret of 

change is to focus all your 

energy, not on fighting the old, 

but on building the new.” 

 
 

Margie Green,           
Traditional Worship 

Another step in our journey… 

Traditional Worship 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S 
ummer is here. I 

remember when I was 

a kid, the whole of my 

summer was spent 

outside playing with the kids in 

the neighborhood. We would play 

football on the long lawn across 

from my mom’s house. We would 

play kickball in the wide 

openness of the cul-de-sac. We 

would stay out late catching 

fireflies in glass jars and use 

them for nightlights in our 

rooms. We would ride our bikes 

and skateboards all over the 

place. On rainy days, we would 

go to my friend Greg’s house and 

spend the whole day playing 

games like monopoly—we once 

had a game that went a whole 

week. There was something 

about not having anything to do 

but enjoy friendships and drinking 

from the water hose. 

 

Oh how things have changed. As 

I said, summer is upon us, but 

this time around things are 

different. My schedule is 

packed. To be honest, we had 

the majority of our family’s 

summer activities planned out 

before February had ended. It 

seems that we have to start 

earlier and earlier just so we can 

make sure we can get everything 

into those little boxes on the 

calendar. I can almost say with 

all certainty that I am not alone 

on this. Therefore as you 

continue to plan and enjoy the 

summer months, I want to 

encourage you to not neglect the 

important things in favor of the 

busyness. Make sure you are 

making and taking time to be fully 

present with God. A great way to 

do this is through worship and 

fellowship and a great place to do 

this is the local church. Hebrews 

10:25 (ESV) says, “Do not 

neglect to meet together, as is 

the habit of some, but encourage 

one another, and all the more as 

you see the Day drawing near.” 

 

Therefore, wherever the you find 

yourself in the summer months—

be it here at East Cross when 

you are in town or in the 

Mountains of Montana—take 

time to worship our amazing 

God. Have a great summer! 

 

Blessings! 
 

Pastor Chad 
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From Pastor Chad… 

O 
ur team would like to say a huge 

“THANK YOU!” to those who have given 

so generously to our worship team, 

specifically in the last month toward the 

purchase of our new drums! It’s our goal to make 

sure that what we are blessed with is used to bless 

others, and this is no exception! A big thank you to 

those who made donations. We are so blessed to 

have people in our church that respond when there 

is a need and we are looking forward to being able 

to use our new drums for many years to come! 

   4 Praise God with drum and dance! 

    Praise God with strings and pipe! 

   5 Praise God with loud cymbals! 

    Praise God with clashing cymbals! 

   6 Let every living thing praise the Lord!      

           Psalm 150:4-6  (CEB) 
 

     God Bless, 
 

    Zack Michel ,          
         Contemporary Worship   

Contemporary Worship 

 

“Do not neglect to 

meet together, as is 

the habit of some, 

but encourage one 

another, and all the 

more as you see the 

Day drawing near.” 

Hebrews 10:25 ESV 



          C3 Student Ministry 

 

           This last month, the Student leadership team sponsored our annual “Student Led Night.” This year the 

team, consisting of 7th-12th graders, decided to take the annual gathering outside and under the stars. This 

event is always so impactful because everything is led by our students. As their Youth Minister, I like to just sit 

back and let them lead the night and let God do all the work in our hearts. 

 

           The night began with a large group game held in a large field. 

Using trees and other objects for cover, the students played large 

scale capture the flag (or ball). (See picture.) Afterwards, the 

students gathered and walked away from the safety of the lights 

and into a dark field where a bonfire, guitar music, and s’mores 

waited. Worship ensued as the students gathered and raised their 

voices into the night sky as all worshipped together. The night sky 

was completely empty as the stars shined bright above. After 

worship, Seniors Jake Bilger and Zach Robertson, brought a 

message about relying on God as they grew up in middle school 

and high school. The night concluded with sparklers and s’mores 

before they all walked back to the bright lights of the road. 

 

          I’m always extremely emotional at the end of these 

nights because when students see their older classmen 

speak about their relationship with God and how impactful 

He has been in their life,  they really seem to listen in and 

see that this amazing God wants to meet them wherever 

they are. It doesn’t matter if you are in school or in the 

middle of a dark field. God will meet with you if you would 

just open yourself to Him. A lot of our students pick this as 

their favorite night 

because it is so 

powerful to see 

the Holy Spirit move when their peers are leading in fellowship 

with God. This was a great conclusion to our school year at C3 

Student Ministry at East Cross and I look forward to having a blast 

during all the summer activities we have! 
 

Evan Holmes,  
Director of Youth Ministries 
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G 
od is stronger than 

anyone and He can do 

things that would be 

impossible for you or 

me. He has proved this through-

out history, but nowhere is this 

more evident than in the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

Because of what Jesus has 

done, we can have confidence. 

And when you put your faith in 

Jesus, you can live fully alive. 

 
 When we realize that Jesus 

came to give us the fullest life 

possible, we can live confidently 

in His love for us. THAT is living 

an Amped life! Amped is defined 

as being filled with energetic 

excitement and enthusiasm. 

Throughout the summer, we’re 

getting Amped to help our kids 

understand that, with God’s help, 

we can have the confidence to 

change the world! Our Amped 

summer series for June and July 

aligns with the Amped VBS 

experience. 
 

Aimee Hall,  Director of 

Children’s Ministries 
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EC Kids 

 

 

VBS AMPED! 

June 4-8 // 6-8pm 

 

A 
ttention all students!      
If you will be entering 
Kindergarten through 5th 
grade in the fall, you will 

not want to miss out on this free 
event! 
 
 

Jesus wants us to live fully alive  
because we can believe that 
what He says is true! This June, 
join us for a week that you are 
sure not to forget any time soon. 
 

 
We want kids to know that: 
• God is with you. 
• God has a plan for you. 
• Jesus is alive! 
• You are part of a bigger story. 
 

We have a jam-packed VBS 
scheduled June 4-6 from 6-8pm.  
 

Join us this summer as we learn 
to live fully alive!  

To register: https://
eastcrossumc.breezechms.com/
form/AMPEDVBS 

 

EC Kids 
Wednesday 

Night 
Connections 



O 
ur most recent school 

year session ended 

with lots of smiles, 

hugs, and many new 

friends (children and families) in 

all of our classes! Our 3-Year old 

and 4-Year old Preschool 

classes (with 51 children in five 

classrooms) shared some of 

their favorite songs and even the 

Pledge of Allegiance in sign 

language with many families and 

friends in attendance of our year 

end “Preschool Program.” Thank 

you once again to Pastor Chad 

for helping with this annual 

Preschool activity! 

 

Summer Session 
 

Soon we will be begin our 

abbreviated Summer Session 

offered Mondays and 

Wednesdays, June 4-27. A few 

openings for children 6 months 

of age through those entering 

Kindergarten are still available. 

We welcome inquiries about 

openings in our: 
 

Infant class (6 mos. – 16 mos.);  

Toddler’s class (16 mos. – 

approx. 23 months of age.); 

Three-Year Olds (children that 

will be 3 BY September 1) 

Four-Year Olds (children that 

will be 4 BY September 1)  

Kindergarten Class (children 

entering Kindergarten in the 

next school year) 
 

Our 2-Year Old Class is FULL 

No Openings—Wait List only 

Everyone will enjoy a fun time 

together this summer with these 

weekly themes:  
 

- Getting to Know One Another;  
 

- Father’s and Their Special Day;  
 

- Camping and Picnic Activities;  
 

        and the always popular  

- Ice Cream and Water Day  

        to close out the session! 

 
On-going Collection Items  
 

Throughout the years, our 

program has continuously 

collected items to help 

supplement the need for “extras” 

to enhance a child’s experience 

in their classroom.  
 

These collections include: 
 

Box Tops for 

Education 

and 

Used Ink-jet Printer 

Cartridges 
 

There is a collection box in the 

copy room across from the 

church office to place these 

items in OR they may be brought 

to our ECC office. 

 

Classroom “Help Wanted” 
 

 

We have openings for additional 

classroom adult teaching staff 

for our next upcoming School-

Year Session. Previous 

“teaching” experience is not 

required, but a love of working 

with very young children is a 

major factor when considering a 

possible classroom leader. 

Training the “right person” is a 

definite possibility! All potential 

East Cross Early Childhood 

Center staff will be required to 

go through an interview process; 

submit to fingerprinting and 

background checks; and follow 

our program’s high standards in 

conjunction with our state’s DHS 

regulations as well. These are 

“part-time” positions and are 

great for those with children 

attending public school systems 

or persons that want to have a 

little extra “spending money”! 

 

Please feel free to contact me 

directly for additional information  

on job openings, enrollment, or 

any other questions you may 

have. 

 

~ Coleen Williams,        
Director @ East Cross    

Early Childhood Center     
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EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

 

Early Childhood Center 

Summer Session 

June 4-27 

9:30am—3:00pm 

Monday and Wednesday 
 

See article for list of openings  
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EAST CROSS NURSERY 

S 
ummer is a time for 

getting outside and 

experiencing the world 

around us — a world 

designed by God. Summer 

months can be challenging for 

some families. It is best to keep a 

routine if possible as children 

need to know what their days will 

be like. Take them to the park, 

visit a museum, go to the library, 

and cherish this time together. 

 

During this time of year, nature is 

thriving and is full of hints as to 

who God is and what He wants 

us to do. God made things in 

nature not only to help us stay 

healthy and alive, but to tell us 

something about Himself and  

His relationship with us. The 

Bible says that nature gives clear 

testimony to God’s existence —

that’s why teaching children 

about nature can help them 

understand God that much more. 

So get outside and play. Explore 

and have a great summer. 
 

Liz VanDeVenter,  
Nursery Director 

 

Early 
Childhood 

Center 
Year-end 
Preschool 

Picnics 

 

Early Childhood Center 2018 Center-wide Photo 
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Dear East Cross Friends, 
 

I wanted to send a quick note to thank you again 

for your support of Beyond Relief International 

Ministries. Your annual gift of $1800 has been 

used for several years to support the wages of 

our administrative assistant at the trade school in 

Haiti (one of our graduates). In addition, you 

responded with a gift of $2500 to help with our  
 

 

installation of a solar power system to provide 

electricity at the school without having to spend 

money on gasoline to run a generator (gasoline is 

over $5.00 per gallon in Haiti and is not even 

available numerous times each year). We are 

very close to reaching our financial goal for this 

project thanks to your help. Our hope is to have 

the solar system up and running for the start of 

school in September. 
 

Thank you so much! 
 

David and Rita Kuntz 

June Outreach News 

G 
enerosity 

Boxes 
 

 

 

Concern Child 

Learning Center will receive the 

gifts that are dropped into our 

Generosity Boxes during the 

month of June.  

 

They always are in need of:  

   Diapers sizes 3, 4, and 5;    

   Pull-Ups sizes T2, 3, 4 and 5;  

   Paper Towels; Toilet Paper; 

   and WIPES.  

 

They also would love to have 

Children’s Books to read to the 

little ones—keep in mind that 

their kids are ages birth to five 

years old. Bring a few of these 

items and drop them into the 

Generosity Boxes located at 

each entrance to East Cross 

UMC. You have no idea what a 

blessing your items will mean to 

these kids and this mission 

outreach!      

 

Tuesday House Retail Shop 

has expanded!  Since MUTUAL 

Girls Club has moved into their 

South Campus building (formerly 

the Youth Canteen) the resale 

shop has more room to work!

Yes, that means they have more 

room for volunteers like you to 

come and spend a few hours. 

The fellowship is great and the 

work is not hard at all. The time 

passes quickly and before you 

know it, it’s time for lunch! Guys, 

they could use you also. They 

always need a little muscle for 

those bigger donations!!!

Volunteer packets with more 

information are available at 

Tuesday House on Mondays and 

Wednesdays from 9am to 11am 

at 327 S. Penn.  

 

Summer is here and Lawn Care 

at Tuesday House Property 

and Annex is a great opportunity 

to volunteer. Contact Al Bunge at 

918-333-1822 to be added to the 

“fill-in” lawn care volunteer team. 

 

VIM trip to Red Bird Mission in 

Beverly, Kentucky is scheduled 

for July 21-28, 2018! We have 

thirteen members on the team 

including four youth. This area in 

Kentucky is very impoverished 

and the love we share as the 

hands and feet of Jesus is greatly 

appreciated. Plus, we have 

friends there waiting for us to 

return and visit! Please pray for 

the team that Bill Amburn is 

leading. You may call him at   

918-607-9911 with questions.  

We are all a part of this team, 

whether we go on the team, pray, 

encourage, or give financially! 

Thank You, East Cross!! 

 
Summer Prayer Needs 

 MUTUAL summer programs 

 Summer camps for our kids 

and youth 

 VIM to Red Bird Mission 

 Vacation Bible School is just 

around the corner!! 
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Congratulations to... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

New Members... 
 

Norita Akers and Susan Adams 

joined our East Cross family on 

May 6. Norita transferred her 

membership from Memorial 

Drive UMC, Tulsa, while Susan  

transferred from Tahlequah First 

UMC.  
     

 
Pictured with Norita (left) and 

Susan (right) is John Adams, 

Norita’s brother and Susan’s 

husband. John is a retired UMC 

pastor serving many years 

throughout Oklahoma. 
 

Welcome to East Cross! 

Kelly (VanDeVenter) Peters graduated with honors 

from Oklahoma State University on May 12. She 

received a degree in Management, a minor in Human 

Resources, and a minor in Management of Information 

Services. She is employed by Connecticut Medical 

Insurance Company in Manchester, Connecticut. Kelly 

is the daughter of Liz VanDeVenter.  

Michelle (Smith) Sharp graduated on May 12 from OSU Center for 

Health Sciences. She received her doctorate degree from the College 

of Osteopathic Medicine and was hooded by her husband, Dr. Matthew 

Sharp. Both are continuing their education through OSU’s Psychiatry 

Residency Program in Tulsa. Michelle is the daughter of Tim and Linda 

Smith, and granddaughter of Paul and Wanda Cook. 

Scott and Jenna Henthorne both graduated from the University of 

Oklahoma on May 12. Scott received a BBA degree in Management 

of Information Systems and will begin employment with Microsoft in 

Dallas, Texas in July. Jenna received a BS degree in Mechanical 

Engineering and will begin employment with Jacobs Engineering in 

Fort Worth, Texas  in July. Jenna is the daughter of Warren and 

Joleen Ewert, and Scott is the son of John and Lisa Henthorne. 



 

PRAYER LIST 
 
 

New Prayer Requests… 
Claudia Rolfs, Joyce Taylor, 
Linda Thornton 
 

————————————————————–——————- 
 

Annie Bollinger (Charlie and 
LeAnne Christensen’s daughter), 
Gary Brown, Al Bunge, Richard 
Burress (Jeff’s brother), Geoffery 
Christensen (Eileen Christensen 
Perrin’s son), Kathy Christian, 
Joan Collins (friend of Pam 
Knuth), Eddie Danford (father of 
Brenda Commons), Robert & 
Whitney Doye (Heidi Petty’s 

friends), Marcia Goode, Jason 

Hall, Edna Harbison, Vera 
Hibbard, Janice Holt (Emmalene 
Lennon’s daughter), Gertrude 
Hughey, Amy Kelton (Teresa 
Dietz’ friend), Barry Knuth, James 
Kuntz, Louis and Emily Kuntz, 
Randy Lawrence, Laverne 
Lindblom, Bob Murnan, Susan 
Neff (Warren’s sister-in-law), 
Hailey Nichols (Heidi Petty’s 

friend), Mike Paxson (brother-in-
law of Coleen Williams), Marie 
Puckett, Euela Randall, Spence 
Rigdon, Jeana Smith (Tim 
Smith’s sister), Joe Smith (Anita 

Spencer’s brother-in-law), Carol 
Stithem, Kermit Tanzey, Jeremy 
Waldorf, Terri Woods, Gordon and 
Glenna Wright (Steve’s parents), 

Harold Yelton 
 

Condolences to… 
 

Joe and Charolette Hawkins on the 
death of his mother, Frances Crain. 
 

Jon and Ashley Colliver on the 
death of his grandmother, Letitia 
Evans on May 21. 
 

Cynthia DeFehr, Lee and Amanda 

Brammer, on the death of husband 

and father, Stan DeFehr on May 23. 

If you know someone that needs to be 

added or removed from the Prayer List, 

call the church office at 918-333-0810. 

    

ONLINE GIVING...You can give electronically by going to our website 

www.eastcross.org. Click the menu tab on top of the Welcome page 

and click on “Give Online” OR scroll to the bottom of our Welcome 

page and click on “Give.” Funds can also be withdrawn automatically  

weekly or monthly by completing a request form available in the 

treasurer’s office.   
 

  East Cross also offers a mobile version of our  

  online giving page to make it easy for you to  

  give anytime from your smart phone. Simply scan  

  the image to the left using your phone’s Quick  

  Response (QR) code reader. 
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All East Cross men are invited to meet for breakfast 

and fellowship at Boulevard Diner on      

   Saturday, June 2nd at 8am!  

    

Pray for our Military 

Please pray for all persons serving in the military and their families. 

Robbie Lawson has recently been deployment to Jordan.   
 

       If you have a loved one or a friend currently on 

  active duty in the military and would like them  

  added to our Wall of Honor, please contact       

  Charlie and LeAnne Christensen at     

  chasleanne@gmail.com or 918-327-1226.  

* PFC Luis Balli 

* Esn. Lisa Freeman 

* Robbie Lawson   

* SSG Gary Mabry 

* SSG Jared Seat     

* CPT Derek Smith   

*deployed  
 

MAJ Todd Abshire 

LTC Darrin Cox  

Mark Hathaway  

LCDR Eric Rolfs 
CPT Daniel Smith  

CDR Robert Staten 

SFC Clifton White 

   

   Dear East Cross Family, 
   Thank you for your prayers, cards and well   
   wishes as I recover from my recent surgery.   
   God Bless, Diana Trammel 

 

  Sunday Morning Van Ministry 
   

    Call the church office at 918-333-0810 and leave  

    a message on extension 105 before 7:30am on  

   Sunday mornings. You may also have a standing 

    request to be picked up each week.  



 
   

  Sunday           

  8:30am          Traditional Worship Service 
  9:45am         Small Groups for all ages 
  11:00am         Contemporary Worship Service 
  11:00am         Children’s Church  
 12:00pm         S.A.L.T. Lunch 
  5:00pm         Youth 
  
 

  Monday            

  9:30am-3:00pm    Early Childhood Center 
    Summer Session 
  

 Tuesday 

  4:00pm Prayer Group  

 

 
 

Wednesday   

9:30am-3:00pm          Early Childhood Center  
        Summer Session                              
6:30pm  Praise Band Practice 
 
 

Thursday 

 
 

Friday    

 
  
Saturday 

 

Weekly Activities at East Cross 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

  

 

 
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1 
 

 
 
 

6:30p S.A.L.T. 
Fellowship 

2    
 

    
 
 

   8a Men’s 
Breakfast at 

Boulevard Diner 

3 

Communion 
 

Promotion 
Sunday 

 

 

4 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

5 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

6 

 

7 
 
 

 

 

 

8 

 

 
 

7:00p Church 
Bridge 

9 

 

 

10 
 

 
 
 

5p PG Small 
Group 

11 
 

 

 

 

6:30p Young 
Adults 

 

12 

 
 
 

 
7p Outreach 

13 
 

 

     

14 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30p Children’s 
Council  

15 
 

 

16 

 

17 
 

 
 

 

 

18 

 

 
 

6:30p Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 
 

7p Trustees 

19 

 

 

 
6p Piecemaker 

Quilters 

20 
 

 

 
 

21 

   

   

 
 

6:30p Church 
Council  

22 

 

 

23 

 

24 
 

 

 
5p PG Small 

Group 

25 

 

 
6:30p Young 

Adults 

26 27 
 

 
 
 

 

28 

 
 

 

 

29 30 

 

June 
2018 
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Vacation Bible School — 6:00-8:00pm 

CIA — Sunfest 

3rd-5th Grade Camp  June 25-27  /   6th Grade Camp  June 25-29 

7th Grade Camp   June 18-22 
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Sanctuary Remodel Continues... 


